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“Changing the Way the World Learns” 

CN Post in Introductory Biology 

Using	CN	post	to	Enhance	Student	
Mo5va5on	and	Engagement		

	
Dr.	Kathy	Marrs,	IUPUI	Department	of	Biology		
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Biology K101 
•  Large enrollment gateway class ~1,000 students per 

year.  Fall:  24 sections of 30 students or ~650 total.  
•  Many new freshman, first generation college 

students, international students, students 
underrepresented in science. 

•  Student retention, persistence, and success is key!! 
•  CN is one way to provide 24/7 support to students 

through peer-peer and faculty-peer interaction.   
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Benefits of CN post in K101 
•  Social media dedicated for academic use 
•  Promotes good habits for college student success: 

–  Behavioral Engagement (i.e., time on task),  
–  Emotional Engagement (i.e., interest, value, support),   
–  Cognitive Engagement (i.e., self-regulation, 

motivation, and learning strategies) 
•  What makes CN unique is its potential as a 

multidimensional tool that includes a way to 
address all three domains! 
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Time	on	task	and	Learning	strategies	–	students	
ask	other	students	quesGons	and	discuss	/	

debate	answers		
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EmoGonal	(i.e.,	interest)	–	Students	post	links	and	videos	they	are	
interested	in,	and	use	words	like	“enjoyed”	and	“fascinaGng”		

	
Even	about	ProGsta…and	Staph	aureus	J		
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EmoGonal	(i.e.,	support)	–	Students	can	
send	a	late	night	post	and	have	other	

students	respond	with	empathy		
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EmoGonal			
support			
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These days, who doesn’t love a good hashtag?  
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Even	aXer	class	is	over,	students	miss	the	
contact	and	stay	in	touch	….	And	YES,	they	

love	to	get	those	Anar	seeds!	
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K101, Winter/Spring 2017: 
Class starts this Monday 1/9, but students are 
already talking with each other and sharing thoughts  
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And I can get a class overview: 
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First	day	of	class,	here	we	come…	


